
 
 

 

For Immediate Release 
 

Tradelink Announces 2006 Annual Results 
Final Dividend Payout of about 93% 

Key Growth Drivers Progressed As Planned  
 

Key Highlights
• Final dividend payout of about 93% 
• Core businesses of GETS provision continued to deliver promising financials 
• Digi-Sign went beyond Hong Kong, and accelerated growth in local corporate market 
• DTTN made notable progress  

 
 
(Hong Kong, 19 March 2007) – Tradelink Electronic Commerce Limited (“Tradelink” or “the 
Group”, SEHK: 0536), a leading electronic commerce services provider in Hong Kong, today 
announced its annual results for the year ended 31 December 2006. 
 
For the year ended 31 December 2006, profit from operations was HK$119.3 million, 
representing an increase of 8% compared to around HK$110.3 million in 2005.  Profit 
attributable to equity shareholders for the year was HK$83.2 million (2005: HK$91.4 million).  
This is come about after absorbing the one-off impairment of the Group’s remaining investment 
of HK$10.0 million in OnePort Holdings (BVI) Limited (“OnePort”) and the share of loss of 
HK$7.7 million from our associated company Digital Trade and Transportation Network 
Limited (“DTTNCo”).   
 
For the same reason, net profit margin decreased from 36.7% in 2005 to 33.5% this year.  Basic 
earnings per share was HK cents 10.7 (2005: HK cents 12.5). 
 
The Board of Directors (the “Board”) proposed the payment of a final dividend of HK cents 
5.10 per share for the year ended 31 December 2006.  This proposed dividend represents a 
payout ratio of about 93% for the whole year, which is higher than the 83% in relation to the 
interim dividend for 2006.  This, however, does not represent a change in the existing dividend 
payout policy.  In choosing the HK cents 5.10 payment, the Board took into consideration the 
one-off nature of the HK$10.0 million impairment of our remaining investment in OnePort, and 
that such impairment had no material impact on our normal business.  Therefore, in the 
interests of our investors, the Board felt it should act to mitigate the negative impact of OnePort 
impairment.  Put another way, the payment of HK cents 5.10 is consistent with the payout ratio 
for the interim dividend for 2006 if the OnePort impairment did not happen. 
 
For the year ended 31 December 2006, Tradelink maintained a sound and healthy financial 
position.  Cash and cash equivalents as at 31 December 2006 amounted to around HK$335.6 
million, and gearing ratio was zero. 
 
Justin Yue, Chief Executive Officer of Tradelink, said, “Volume transaction and return from our 
Government Electronic Trading Services (“GETS”) continued to be healthy.  In particular, 
subsequent to the mandatory use of electronic cargo manifest service for river and ocean carriers 
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from 16 June 2006, we recorded a substantial climb in the volume of our Electronic Cargo 
Manifest (“EMAN”) service in the second half of 2006.” 
 
Associated company DTTNCo has started to generate revenue since October 2006.  DTTNCo 
has beefed up its sales force and stepped up its marketing to speed up market penetration.  
DTTNCo has also recorded notable progress overseas.  In 2006, DTTNCo has signed 
Memoranda of Understanding with different partners in several overseas markets and in 
Mainland China.  These will encourage the establishment of similar platform in the respective 
overseas markets, and pave way for possible network interconnection in the future. 
 
During the year, the Group’s wholly-owned subsidiary Digi-Sign Certification Services Limited 
(“Digi-Sign”) has extended its market reach to Taiwan.  It is also exploring business 
opportunities in other Asian markets in the region, as well as identifying business opportunities 
of applying the digital certificate over cross-border applications. 
 
Forging ahead, the Group will continue to explore means to boost income from its core services 
and develop new services.  Mr. Yue concluded, “We are cautiously optimistic about the trade 
performance of Hong Kong.  We will continue to maintain a healthy financial position, and 
endeavour to further grow our business.  The Group will continue to promote DTTN to the 
Trade and Logistics community, and continue to explore new opportunities with a strong priority 
focus on Mainland China.” 
 
Appendix: 
Consolidated Income Statement for the year ended 31 December 2006 
 

- End - 
About Tradelink Electronic Commerce Limited 
Established in 1988, Tradelink Electronic Commerce Limited, a joint venture between the Hong Kong 
SAR Government and private sector shareholders, is a leading provider of trade-related electronic 
services for both Hong Kong and international business communities. Over the years, by perfecting its 
infrastructure and developing services that meet users’ practical needs, Tradelink has earned the trust of 
the trading community and built a superb reputation that underscores its dominance in the public 
e-trading services sector. It offers a unique range of customer support solutions, designed specifically to 
help customers gain maximum benefits from e-commerce. It makes the use of electronic services as 
affordable, convenient and user-friendly as possible for its customers. On 28 October 2005, Tradelink 
was listed on the Main Board of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited (Stock Code: 0536).  For 
more information about Tradelink, please visit www.tradelink.com.hk. 
 
 
For media enquiries, please contact:  
 

Tradelink Electronic Commerce Limited 
Agnes Chan 
Tel: +852 2106 5237   
Fax: +852 2506 0188 
Email: agnes.chan@tradelink.com.hk
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Appendix 

Tradelink Electronic Commerce Limited 
2006 Annual Results 

Consolidated Income Statement 
(For the year ended 31 December 2006) 

 

 2006  2005
 (HK$’000)  (HK$’000)
Turnover  248,300  249,101
Interest income  7,600  8,064
Other net loss  -  (1,170)
Staff costs  (77,851)  (80,084)
Depreciation  (14,291)  (15,559)
Other operating expenses  (44,458)  (50,059)
    
    

Profit from operations  119,300   110,293
Impairment loss on investment in unlisted 

equity securities 

 
(10,000)

 
-

Share of losses of associates  (7,694)  (787)
Gain on disposal of subsidiary  -  347
Gain on disposal of associate  622  -
    
    

Profit before taxation  102,228  109,853
Taxation  (19,012)  (18,456)
    
    

Profit attributable to equity shareholders      
of the Company 

 
83,216

  
91,397

   
    

Dividends 
Interim 
Special 
Proposed final after the balance sheet date

  
37,326

-
39,685

  
63,300
31,074
23,329

    
    

  77,011  117,703
    
    

Earnings per share    
Basic HK cents 10.7  HK cents 12.5
Diluted HK cents 10.6  HK cents 12.4
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